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Report on Youth Programming 2018 Overview

H undreds of reports and academic studies speak

to our lack of connection to nature and the benefits

to be had from addressing this gap. Schools increasingly
recognize the essential contribution of outdoor
education. Parents long for their children to experience
the outside freedom they had to run free, and to use

theirimaginations creating new adventures and

getting dirty.

What can be done to offer children natural experiences
that break through current distractions? How canwe
rekindle childhood connections to nature, and nurture
anew generation who feels part of nature and

understands that healthy ecosystems and clean water

are essential?

ClearWater Farm

In 2018, in its second year of educational programming,
ClearWater Farm continued to address these questions.
With young people, itis developing place-based

educationinfluenced by the educational programming

at Evergreen Brickworks in Toronto.

CWF is becoming a living laboratory for different kinds

of eco-programming for young people.

Child-led learning is cominginto its own
as a combination of ecological principles, program
tenets and landscape design to provide children

with the environment and confidence needed to feel

both ownership and connection to their natural setting.

This report shares our accomplishments, learning

and vision for the future.

66

Children love this place because

it’s a place that allows them to be
themselves and choose their own
adventure - like a free-range chicken!

PARENT
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66
Plant, is it OK if we pick you?

CHILD

The Impact of Our Emerging
Educational Mission

C I ea I‘Waier Fa FM's programming

is built on important wisdom, concepts and traditions
pioneered by others in education and child
development. Our uniqueness lies in the way we

have woven together place, principles and approach.

Key to our work is collaborative design methodologies

creating different levels of ownership and engagement;
with children building memories of the ability they have
to observe and create spaces and places for themselves

and the expanded community.

ClearWater Farm

Where Have

We Come From?
Where Are We
Going?

Building on the success of our first year’s programming,

ClearWater Farm has expanded to include not just summer

programming but many community and school-focused initiatives.

Desired Outcome:
Inspiring passionate, creative and empowered kids

Impact:
Reconnecting children to nature

Target Demographic:
Ages 8-12

Our approach challenges the need for experts to design
spaces and programs on behalf of children. Instead,

we let children see the palette of materials and design
considerations and allow them to define the environment
for their outdoor education and play. Thus children build
enduring memories of their ability to observe and create
spaces and places for themselves and their community
that will last a lifetime.

What do we mean by “connection to nature”?

We encourage children to be outside, get dirty,

pick their own food, play games based on/in nature
and experience the outdoors in all types of weather.
We encourage them to observe and notice natural
phenomena around them, follow their natural curiosity
in inquiring about these phenomena and patiently pursue
their questions until they find answers that satisfy them.
Finally, we encourage them to interact in/with natural
settings alone, with other individuals and as part of a
group, to help them explore how nature can mediate
all kinds of social activity.

Our belief is that these experiences - taking place in

the presence of trusted, skilled adults - lead children to
be more comfortable and confident in nature, more likely
to seek and participate in nature-based experiences

in their daily lives and more likely to be interested in,
understand and prioritize issues that relate to nature

in their intellectual and social lives.
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Thanks for not having a lot of structure - allowing our child to take
risks that other places wouldn’t allow.

PARENT
TARGET VISIT NUMBER OF YOUTH
AUDIENCE FREQUENCY PARTICIPATION
2017 2018 2019EST.
3+/year
SCHOOL PROGRAM grade3-10 | oe/¥2 | 50 | 88 | 120
CAMP PROGRAMS
Summer Day Camps ages 8-12 5 Days 60 60 120
Summer Overnight Camps ages 8-12 5 Days 0 0 10
Spring Break/PD Day Camps ages 8-12 1-5 Days 0 0 30
YOUTH-LED DESIGN
INTENSIVES grades 7-10 grades 6-15 40 33 33
PILOT PROGRAMS
Sprouts parents w. kids-6 weekly 0 15 25
High School Support high school/teachers school Year 0 5 20
Food Foresters ages 10-15 2-4/year 0 6 10
Youth Apprentice ages15-17 | Veekongintensve: | 0 0 10
Parent/Child Weekends parents w. kids-13|  weekend 0 0 20
Community Oriented
Clinics open open1-3hours| 75 80 120
Events open variable 121 479 | 900
346 | 766 | 1418

8 ClearWater Farm

What outcomes have
we achieved?

We have evolved a series of enticing spaces and places
that provide rich natural experiences for kids. In large
part, these spaces have been co-designed by children.

We have developed an emerging portfolio of
child-focused programs that deliver on our intended
Impact. The voices of children are reflected in the
choices we have made.

We have emerging evidence that children respond

to their programs in the ways that we intend, although
we still require more sophisticated evaluation strategies
to document this.

Building on work by other leading thinkers and
practitioners, we are developing a philosophy and body
of practice that reflects core themes that distinguish

our work.

We are demonstrating an ability to identify, hire, nurture
and retain high-quality, committed staff members that
share our values and objectives.

How have we delivered on

our commitment to being
“child-led”?

Promoting and supporting child leadership in the
context of a particular natural environment is a complex
endeavour. We have developed a multi-layered,
iterative design process carried out by trained staff
and advisors in a collaborative environment.

Primary components include:

An initial sense of the potential inherent in each
space in the landscape - to teach, to be designed,
to support play etc.;

An initial design that identifies the types of approaches,
activities and staff capacities that might encourage
children of different ages to engage with each space;

A map of the risks and constraints to be appliedin
providing children with freedom and responsibility

in each area;

An iterative daily process of preparing, working with
kids, observing outcomes in real time, improvising in
response to emerging opportunities and debriefing
as a group at the end of the day;

Each iteration drives a revision of the design
components described above in order to broaden
and deepen the scope for leadership and engagement
by children in the next iteration.

Success requires an investment in staff — both in terms of
the ratio of staff to children (1:5) as well as in development
of their skills and confidence to engage in this process

every day.

ClearWater has achieved tangible success in introducing
“child-led"” design into its programs. For example, one
five—-month “design intensive” enabled 12 grade-eight
students to work with landscape architects and
experience designers to conceive and build an
interpretive area to educate peers about renewable
energy and bio-digestion (as a companion to a
biodigester being installed at ClearWater to power
greenhouses and fuel vehicles). Children from our four
summer camp sessions decided to alter the look and feel
of the food forest. Despite these advances,

we recognize an important need to develop tools to
better understand and evaluate how these types of

projects work best.

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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ClearWater Farm

What have we achieved in
terms of the way we work
with partners?

We have succeeded in integrating local and other
professionals in fields such as landscape architecture,
forest management, woodworking, medicinal

plants & herbs, arts & sciences etc. into the fabric of
several programs. This has broadened the range of
experiences and expertise that we provide children.

We have room to grow in terms of our community
outreach and development, particularly in integrating

people from different cultures and other NGOs.

What has changed in
the community?

Local principals have allowed teachers to experiment
with extending their teaching outside the classroom

and onto the farm; and these teachers and students have
embraced those experiences. Staff at four schools are
now actively searching for opportunities for their students
to getinvolved in our programming. We are still at an
early stage, however, of building bridges with

the York Region school boards.

Local parents and their children are seeking to engage
with the farm more often and in different ways. Interest has
been expressed in:

a wider range of programming (eg. forestry,
woodworking, mushroom cultivation, home school
oriented etc.);

programs addressing ages outside our 8-12
demographic (eg. mothers with very young children,
13-16 year-olds etc.);

coverage of different times of day or week
(mornings, after work, weekends);

different types of payment arrangements
(eg. drop-in, subscription-based etc.)

Responding to these requests, in 2018 ClearWater piloted
5 new, open programs (Sprouts, Home School

Support, Food Foresters, Parent and Child Weekends,
Youth Apprentice) that encouraged community members
to get to know each other, our space, and our staff -

and to help us understand what interested them.

Methodologies for capturing
the learning

= Nature Relatedness Survey

= Documentation of daily de-briefs and staff discussions
= Parent consultation

= Discussion with children

= Video and photographs

Building on our strengths

= Staff experience, training, teamwork, commitment

= High staff-to-children ratio

= Ample, varied, attractive property to work with
proximity to lake

= Strong network of contacts and access to

local resources

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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Opportunities to do better Whai's Imporiani? 4 &\

The greatest opportunity is to continue building
longer-term and deeper relationships with the children
and their families who participate in programs.

This has already begun. For example, families from camp
came back to help out during an open volunteering af-
ternoon, one family shared their collection of milkweed
seeds for us to plant during programs. Multiple children
from camp participated in an after school program.

Other opportunities include:

Providing resources, booklets, or online
documents for families to use at home as inspiration
for continuing routines of connecting to nature with
their children. (www.clearwaterkids.com will be
launchedin 2019)

Engaging community members, parents and teachers
in skills workshops to give them resources and skills
for themselves and to pass on to their children

Growing a counsellor-in-training program for older
campers to continue their leadership at ClearWater Farm

Providing volunteer opportunities to keep engaging
families who have participated in programs

During 2017 and 2018, around 1,200 young people have
now visited and worked at the farm. Out of a diversity of
individual experiences and opinions, we see a consensus
emerging around what is important to children about
their experiences at ClearWater. Here's what they have
told us:

- Learning about gratitude, giving back and reciprocity

- Developing ownership, stewardship and leadership skills
- Opportunities to service the community

» Building deep observations about nature and storytelling
» Allowing unstructured play and time to design spaces

- Enhancing self awareness and collaboration skills

- Understanding and appreciating differences

- Feeling safe but also able to take risks

ClearWater Farm's educational programming principles are
set forth in our Interpretive Framework created in January
2017. The principles of ecological literacy such as networks,
nested systems, cycles and flow, design archetypes in the
geography of childhood such as making forts or following
paths and the elements of transformative learning such as

ownership and community continue to serve us well.

What is put into
the project?

Expert staff

Professional
support

Increased
volunteers

Willing
community

Funding

What are the
project’s primary
activities?

Community
socials

Children’s
camps

School
programs

Events

What are the
results that can
be measured?

5 camps
14 socials

12 school
events

Events

What are the key
results that align
with the goals?

Staff
development

Increased
knowledge

New friendships

Increased
community

What is the
change to the
social system?

Belonging
Empowerment
Self-esteem
Friendship
Resiliency

Connect
to nature

Friendship

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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The innovation comes from respecting the legacy of this ecosystem
and leading with the children.

MORGAN ZIGLER - EDUCATION DIRECTOR S u m m e r C a m p Programming

P = Our camp programming has evolved through
r o g ra m m I n g observations of and work with children with the aim of cre-

ating reciprocal relationships with nature. Activities range

R from cultivating edible mushrooms to harvesting wood in
egular and specialty camps at ClearWater Farm. the forest for crafting spoons and bowls.

2018 Programming

This summer we worked primarily with students aged 8-12

in a day-camp model in administrative and marketing

Approach
partnership with the Town of Georgina. PP
2018 programming builds directly from 2017 formative
Our program arc spans the initial understandings of the
work in developing unstructured play, youth leadership natural world and our place as Treaty people, to making

and design thinking at ClearWater Farm. During that time, interventions with nature and giving back. Every week’s

_ : L camp is also built on the inherent differences of children
over 250 young people participated in Rebirth of the Barn - ' ) S involved, with the understanding that it is their natural

workshops, pilot school programs, the Georgina Island . _ - i o~ inclinations or passions that should lead to the building

of infrastructure (fire pits, mounds of dirt, gardens etc).
First Nations Waabgon Gamig School/Sutton Public School
This arc has evolved as the model for other programs that

Trading Tree design initiative, and 5 weeks of pilot summer
will run into this winter and next year. The following questions

camps. Youth as wanderers, foragers, story creators, Z . Wty i - _ 3 : - are used as our test for effectiveness: “What set up in
designers and legend makers ultimately were our guide , ¥ B _ ; : 3 B ol proximity to natural elements leverages the greatest
Fofy Az : - N ek . | B connection, learning and relationships for children? How

to what the farm could do for young people. A A : | ; can we as adults amplify and communicate the evolving
Learning continues to evolve. . t S At i . _ _ ; design of these relationships between children, design

r“’ ' {\: = ! g : e and the natural world? How can we put childreninto a

; " : i T dynamic that maximizes dialogue and empowers them
's ﬁf, 3 ; > i:'.:; SRS . i T ' through dialogues with professionals from different fields?

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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Impacts

On Children: As was our intent, through multiple weeks
of spending time in ClearWater's camp environment,
we have been able to observe children becoming
comfortable in their relationship with the natural world,
from understanding what is edible to what it looks like
to be self-directed within the knowledge of support -
to garden, cook over the fire, make art, play games and
fully embrace being children in a position of leadership.

On Staff: We asked staff to listen deeply to the
environment and to children, to show their vulnerability
and bring their whole selves into the program. Staff were
challenged to demonstrate what it looks like to be
impassioned, caring and empathetic adults connected
to the natural world and skilled and comfortable in that
environment. In turn, they reported that they had never
had an experience that paralleled the depth and

sensitivity found in our collaborative work.

On the Forest: The forest this year received the greatest
attention from the summer programs and activities there
have served as an example of ecosystem impacts we can
make through our programming. We trimmed the ash
trees that had died, which led to having materials for craft,
education and cultivation of edible mushrooms.

The children chose where to plant certain guilds of plants
that support each other. Their footfalls emphasized

ClearWater Farm

the original trails of deer and opened up understanding
about certain native medicinals that thrive in the
understory such as wild ginger. We inoculated over

125 invasive buckthorn trees with edible mushroom
species and planted gardens underneath. There is still
7/8ths of the two-acre forest to be elaborated onin the
same manner over the course of the next five years or so.

On Community: Through the course of the year we

have also looked out into the community to create new
offerings for groups that have not had a place like this
farm to freely celebrate childhood in all its forms.

We now have program offerings for homeschool families,
parent and tot, afterschool forestry and are developing
others with social service organizations to serve teens
and young mothers. These community connections only
keep growing.

66

We invited her to be in our
fort because we saw she didn't
have one.

CHILD

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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Design Intensive
Programming

Creating a
Renewable Energy
Interpretation Area

.
0

—
N e

(e 4 Wk §oae b .~ . |l N ', Programming

; This initiative was developed as a collaborative design
e g o : — 4 % ; ' and build program with 12 grade-eight students
, [ AmiW £ = e 3 i from Sutton Public School, 2 teachers and professional
consultants and educators. With support from Enbridge,
the challenge for students was to create an area where
others could learn about biodigestion and renewable
energy. The ClearWater Farm Renewable Energy

13

This project has taught me thatyoucan -
also learn outside of the classroom. =

Interpretative Area was to be located between where
the Farm'’s biodigester will be installed in 2019 and
the greenhouses that the biodigester will power.

= The students were a part of the gifted class already
STUDENT ] - involved in the WE (Movement) Team and the Eco Club,
with a vested interest in the environment. The program
took place over the last three months of the school year
with weekly sessions rotating from the farm to school.
Students also had roughly an hour a day to continue work

on the project in groups or individually.

Report on Youth Programming 2018




20

ClearWater Farm

Professionals from the fields of art, design, architecture,
environmental activism, landscape architecture,
experience design and design thinking work
collaboratively with the students. The weeks were
outlined as follows:

- Site exploration

- Idea cultivation

- Forest/nature connection

- Discovery art

- Ideation

- Experience mapping

- Inserting “hope” (thinking big)
- Spatial design

- Model making and site design

- Presentations and communication

A summer build component followed allowing the
students to volunteer for a couple of weeks throughout
the summer and collect community volunteer hours
towards high school. During this component, students
got to experience what it takes to actualize their ideas.
This included:

- Site clean-up

- Tree trimming and taking care of the land

- Spatial design, building things to scale

- Working with a budget and real constraints

- Moditying designs and executing the work

- Creating spaces, art and design

- Facilitating others through the space and activities

66

What | learned about was hope - how we can nhever give up,
whether it be on a challenging project or ourselves.

CHILD

Approach

Our approach was about active learning that allowed
students to participate fully and take responsibility
for their work. Strategies included:

- Experiential learning

- Question-and-answer sessions

- Discussion integrated into lessons
- Authentic writing assignments

- Hands-on activities

Students had opportunities for formative self, peer

and teacher assessment prior to summative assessment.

Authentic leadership was also key to the project.

While there was adult direction, students had significant
input through ideation sessions and verbal and written
feedback. They also led the direction of the design
while benefiting from the professionals in the room,
developing a mindset of environmental stewardship
with opportunities to use a broad range of multiple
intelligence skills (intra-personal, spatial, naturalist,
musical, logical-mathematical, existential, interpersonal,

bodily kinesthetic, linguistic).

Impacts

Engaging students in the learning process
increased student attention and focus and promoted
higher-level critical thinking skills.

Confidence was built by sharing ideas and perspectives.
Students felt respected as peers in the process, which
gave them extra confidence and more interest in
committing themselves to the project and process.

A mutual respect was developed by listening/voicing,
in trying things out, allowing mistakes to happen and
asking for help in positive ways.

One challenging area was to help the students
participate in iterative design. The typical school mindset
is to complete a project, hand it in, receive a grade
and then leave it behind to start the next project. It
took a while, but by the end their trust of professionals
and the process of “doing it again with a different
perspective or different method” improved dramatically.

While this is was a one-off project, the learning will be
recycled as ClearWater undertakes other projects to
develop youth leadership.

Report on Youth Programming 2018 21
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66

The only way to make a difference
is if you try to.

CHILD

ClearWater Farm

Creating a
Multifunctional
Hugelkultur Area

Programming

The purpose of this initiative, part of developing
ClearWater Farm's Master Plan with youth, was to
demonstrate a classic form of permaculture through
hands-on knowledge transfer with a design and build
approach. With primary funding from the Great Lakes
Guardian Fund and the TD Friends of the Environment,
the Hugelkultur project at ClearWater Farm is to become
a multifunctional biomimicry area that maximizes
biological production with minimum ongoing labour and
ecological benefits (reducing run-off to the Lake).

This learning through permaculture design was
developed with 20 grade-eight students from

Our Lady of The Lake Catholic School and three teachers
paired with professionals with expertise in permaculture
and landscape architecture.

Approach

During spring and early summer, in addition to in-class
and on-site sessions, students also had the opportunity
to reflect on and journal what they learned, as well as how
they spent their time at the farm and researching in class.

In-class sessions included:

- Ideation session for experience design and finding the
questions that students had about hugelkulturs

- Interpretive storytelling through journaling

- Design-led research to deepen knowledge transfer

On-site sessions included:

- A pre-construction site visit, woodlot and topsoil
assessment, collection of woody debris and staking off
garden layout

- Construction of woody debris sub-structures in
hugelkultur mounds, prepping indigenous forest soil
mycorrhizal compost tea and application and laying
woodchips for pathways

- Covering woody debris mounds with topsoil,
polyculture perennial planting, mulching and drenching
with mycorrhizal compost tea

Handouts from our permaculture expert touched on
fundamentals of soil and hydrology, flora and fauna, evo-
lution of mycorrhizal symbiosis and other permaculture
principles in the context of the hugelkultur.

Impacts

- Giving students a voice made them feel a part of

something bigger then just a school project they needed
to complete.

- The project widened teachers’ perspectives of what

could be accomplished outside the classroom and how
engaged students could be in the natural environment

- Hands-on learning, combined with designing and

building, led to shifting perspectives for students and
possible future careers.

66

One thing | learned through this
experience is that you matter -

your ideas deserve to be spoken

so that others can listen.

CHILD

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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| could be friends with trees forever.

CHILD

Evolution
of the site

This yea F as the year before, children were
encouraged to use the magic of their imaginations
to develop the site in whatever way their stories
took them. The following are the places that came
to exist for and through the different programs.
Some were started by the staff team and then
animated by young people and some were

created by the children themselves.

Nursery and Gardens
...for faeries and others

At the centre of the forest, a nursery has been created

to fill with herbs and the seedings of native fruit and nut
trees. Children used these plants to create faerie gardens
with tiny houses and signs to teach fellow forest visitors
of the magic that lay in these woods. At the close of each
program, children led their parents in co-planting

a tree - to signify the permanent relationship between
children and the land.

This forest has also been strewn with logs that have been
inoculated with mushrooms. Children wanted to pick
them, to cook them, to bring them home to their parents
and even to research them and bring back “fungus facts”.
Children helped inoculate dozens of “invasive” buckthorn
trees with mushroom spawn - and covered some trees in
multicoloured felt, their idea of creating a delightful

Dr. Seuss feeling at the entrance to the forest.

Yurt

...to rest and rejuvenate

Our enclosed circular dwelling acted as a safe haven for
children. The Yurt was filled with crafts, nature mysteries
and books to solve them. This haven offered both peace
and pleasure, a dry place out of the weather and a place
to recuperate. In this space, children made signs, maps,
goddess eyes, jewellery, games, paintings, wind chimes,
instruments and performed dances.

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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The Mountain
...to scale new heights

Initially a 25-foot mound of dirt piled in proximity to the
children’s camp area, the mountain was constantly
transformed. With every passing week it became:
“Champion Hill", “"Camouflage Perch”, “Mount Everest”,

a site for waterfalls, garden spaces, a quiet solitary
refuge and a place for children to get covered in mud.
The children installed a secure climbing rope to make the
journey to the top easier, helping them to bring tools up
the Mountain and enjoy the view of the farm, the forest
and the lake.

The Pit

...full of muddy memories

Staff dug a hole, and provided buckets, shovels and rope;
the children took it from there. The Pit was i) a mineshaft,
ii) a place to dig for buried treasure, iii) a site for clay
collection, iv) the home of a frog and v) a drinking hole
for wild animals. Each morning, raccoon, fox, bird and
other prints could be found in the mud. In the end,
however, just like last year's Pit, this was a wonderful place
to get dirty from head to toe.

ClearWater Farm

The Farm
...logrow up in

Taking over of two garden beds provided a more

structured opportunity for children to work with a garden.

Weeding plants and feeding them to the chickens was
always a popular activity. Harvesting for soups, pies, and
sun teas piqued children’s motivation to try and create

new meals.

The introduction of chickens to the farm this year provided
an important opportunity to care for animals. Looking
after the chickens became part of the daily routine, with
children venturing as a group into the coops to collect
the eggs.

The Fire Circle
...heating up our curiosity

Children learned to build fire by friction in all weather
conditions. They gathered kindling, tinder and used the

bow drill, flint and steel, and lastly matches to light the fire.

The fire provided an opportunity for children to practice
leadership and learn about fire safety through direct
experience. Children appointed as Fire Keepers made
sure the space around the fire was safe and that the fire
was kept alive. The Fire was often the centre of opening
and closing circles. Stories were told and songs were
sung, engaging us as much as the dancing flames.

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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Woodworking Zone

...a “maker space”

Staff initiated the woodworking zone, home to shaving
horses, tools, a fire pit, covered spaces and a circle of
stumps. This was a favourite space to get out of the rain
and create. Here children learned how to safely use a
knife and coals from the fire to carve out the bowl of
aspoon.

Forest
...for exploring

The forest became a place where children were
encouraged, on their own, to explore in small groups.
This allowed their imaginations to blossom and secret
spaces to be found. From bone finding to bug catching,
the forest never disappointed. Fort making in the forest
also taught children about creating — and sharing -
shelters and about teamwork. At the end of the day,
children often expressed their gratitude to the trees

for providing shade and relief from the heat.

ClearWater Farm

Wood-Henge

...a shade structure with so much more

Stone circles held mystical meaning for early man, and
Wood-henge at ClearWater Farm came pretty close.
Opening circle gatherings were held in this space during
which staff acknowledged the historical roots of the land,
introduced nature names for all children and staff and
shared gratitude. Sardines, camouflage, fox and squirrel,
wolf pack, clothespin were all games played here.

Fern Cafe
...to feed our souls

Good food always inspires. After harvesting plants from
the field and greenhouses, children were invited to cook
over the fire or on the stove-top. From making sun tea,
peach pie, pickles, scrambled eggs or bannock, food was
an important part of the daily routine and an important part
of re-energizing and after active play. Worms also lived
here and were often looked at and fed with delight.

Report on Youth Programming 2018
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Believer’s Bend

... the Biogester interpretive display area

Believer's Bend is a new collaboratively-created 150 foot
by 70 foot destination where kids of all ages can have
hope for the environment, believe that everything is
possible, and discover that 12 minds are better than one.
The focus in our four primary areas is exploring

biodigestion and the power of renewable energy:

The Storywalk invites people entering Believer's Bend
to discover facts about biodigestion and recycling
organic matter drawn on wood stumps lining the walk.
There is also a side trail that provides the opportunity
to learn about mico-organisms by searching for

“Mike Ro Organism”.

The Poetree is an area where children and adults alike can
create and share poems inspired by what they learned
about biodigestion and the environment along the
Storywalk. Cinquain, Haiku and Acrostic poems

already on the tree provide inspiration.

The Quiet Place is for reflection, a place to sit and talk and

learn from each other. Writing materials are left for people
to journal, ask questions or post ideas. There are materials

for red yarn bombing and creating crafts with found
objects.

ClearWater Farm

The Mini Mini Biodigester, in the area across the road
from the Mini Biodigester that will power the greenhouses,
will allow people to feed in organic materials and use

the energy created (bio-gas) to fuel a burner to create
tea. The nearby herb garden will be nourished by
bio-fertilizer that is the by-product of biodigestion.

The Hugelkultur Area

A massive area on the farm has been transformed to
divert water from the lands into swales with ephemeral
ponds. An abundance of native plants, shrubs and trees
have been planted along the swale and in and around
the ponds and forest edge, capturing, retaining water
runoff and thriving from the nutritious layering of the
hugelkultur beds themselves — a beautiful addition for
people to explore the relationship between land

and water.
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ClearWater Farm

What's Nexi?

This year the question has been “who are these programs for and
what do they need or want?" In the coming year, it is our intention to
operationalize our experimentation and continue to push our scientific,
arts and interpretive agendas. We now logically are transitioning to
"how do we create programs and a fiscal structure that will sustain

these programs and build reciprocal relationships into the future?”

Through the next spring and summer, we will literally and metaphorically
continue to observe what has taken root, and seek expertise and
reflection from design, program and science and arts professionals,

as well as children, staff and community members.

We simultaneously are trying to develop an approach to ecological
and program design while finding ways to include differences and
exceptionalities as we foster the idea that children - and the world -
will benefit from greater opportunities for them to be leaders.

As ClearWater sits on the shore of Lake Simcoe, we need to create
opportunities for children to explore the relationship with the lake
and water. This process takes time and resources, and we are grateful
to be in the position to create space for the creativity that comes from

collaboration between children, adults and the natural world.

66
This place really feels like home.

CHILD

Kids’
Reactions

Here are some learnings shared with us by children and
we are happy to share with readers of this report:

“Learning can come in many ways shapes and forms.
Learning does not have to be paper and pencil, chairs
and desks."

"When creating my project [at the Farm] | was able to
interact more and got to hear a lot more of ideas and
plans. | felt more empowered and more confident to
get out in my community and help others.”

"l can now step up to the challenge when | felt before
like I couldn't do it in the time given.”

“"Whatever | set my mind to, | could accomplish if | work
hard, and | am not afraid now to ask for help. Asking for
help doesn’t mean you are not smart, it means you want
different perspectives and you are expanding your

learning.”

"I learned a lot about the different steps it takes to put
an idea into action and into reality.”

Community
Partners Speak

“ClearWater is giving students opportunities they
wouldn't have gotten otherwise. You can ... give kids
happiness and interest in their work.”

“This work allowed me to listen to others’ personal
experiences and learn how to apply their lessons
to my life.”

"I feel more aware and engaged through partnerships
because there are people that want to listen to me."

“In a certain way, in all of this the students grow, and

| feel it is very important to make sure that all students
have the opportunity to expand their mindset, change
their motivations, their intentions, their opportunities.”

“The more relationships people are exposed to, the
better they are academically and mentally/physically.”
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